THEME 2. Pedagogy as Science

__________________________________________________________________

So, Pedagogy is the science and art of education, specifically instructional theory. The word comes from the Greek παιδαγωγέω (paidagōgeō); in which παῖς (país, genitive παιδός, paidos) means "child" and άγω (ágō) means "lead"; literally translated "to lead the child". In the beginning of the XVIIth century pedagogy as a science was detached from philosophy by English philosopher Francis Bacon and characterized as a separate science by the Czech pedagogue Jan Amos Komenský.
What does a pedagogue do? He develops conceptual knowledge and manages the content of learning activities in pedagogical settings. Since that time our science has developed due to four main trends: 

- The first trend is toward diversity.   
- The second trend is toward instructional technology.
- The third trend is toward accountability in education. 
- The fourth trend is toward increased professionalism of teachers. 
The first aspect I’d like to discuss is Individual Styles of Learning and Thinking. All of us have some preferable ways of learning. Teachers often call these differences learning styles. In a style of thinking called field dependence, for example, individuals perceive patterns as a whole rather than focus on the parts of the pattern separately. Another cognitive style is impulsivity as compared to reflectivity. 
The second aspect I’d like to discuss is Gender Differences in the Classroom. It’s a scientific fact that with a few exceptions, boys and girls really differ in physical behaviors, styles of social interaction, academic motivations, behaviors, and choices. 
Another aspect to touch upon is Cultural Differences in educational process. In the epoch of cross-cultural exchange we may have students of different cultures in the same classroom. 
The next aspect which is of great importance is motivation in learning. There are different kinds of motives. If you are goal-motivated, your aims may be:

· Mastery goals;

· Performance goals;
· Failure-avoidance goals;

· Social goals. 
If you are motivated by personal interests, you may tend to choose subjects which you consider useful and ignore those you consider useless because you don’t realize the value of these subjects for your future life.
When you learn any kind of educational content, you can use 3 kinds of thinking: 
· critical thinking,

· creative thinking, and

· problem-solving.

And the last aspect I’d like to discuss today is misbehavior. Sometimes we have to deal with misbehavior of students or our relatives and friends. What types of pedagogical reaction may be used in this situation?  
